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SERIES: Reflections on the Life of Christ 

Week 1:  John 1:19 - 41 

Connect 

 
5 – 10 min 

Pick one for everyone to answer: 
• Have you ever been mistaken for someone else? Who was it and what were the 

circumstances? (Or do you think this could ever happen to you?) 
• Which famous person should play you in a movie about your life? Why them? 

Gratitude 

 
10 – 15 min 

The bible passage we are looking at today includes an interaction between Jesus 
and his cousin John. Let’s give thanks for family today. Pick a specific member of 
your (extended) family.  
• Share one thing about them that you want to give God praise and thanks for. It 

might be a way they have blessed or influenced you or others, or a gift or talent 
they have. 

• Pray a prayer of blessing for them and for their relationship with Jesus, whether 
they are currently a follower of Him or not. 

During this time children might like to draw a picture of the family member they have 
chosen. 

Discover 

 
25 min 

Read John 1:19 – 41 
 
1. When you heard this passage read, what word or phrase particularly jumped out 
at you? Why? 
 
2. What do we learn about who Jesus is from this passage? (what titles are given to 
him).  
 
3. Read the attached article. What is the significance of Jesus being described as 
“the Lamb of God?” 
 
4. What does it mean for you to know that Jesus has “taken away your sin?” Do you 
really believe it?  
 
5. If you were one of John the Baptist’s disciples what thoughts and feelings might 
you be experiencing in changing your allegiance from John to Jesus? 

Act 

 
10 min 

Re-read John 1:40-42.  
• Who has God placed on your heart that needs to meet Jesus?  
• Is there anything else that the Lord is saying to you through this passage that you 

need to act on?	  	  
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Digging Deeper (based on commentary by Colin Kruse) 
	  
John	  “the	  evangelist”	  is	  used	  here	  to	  avoid	  confusion	  with	  John	  “the	  Baptist”.	  John	  the	  evangelist	  
is	  the	  author	  of	  this	  gospel,	  but	  the	  story	  is	  about	  John	  the	  Baptist.	  This	  story	  is	  only	  found	  in	  
John’s	  Gospel.	  
	  
The	  reference	  to	  Jesus	  as	  ‘Lamb	  of	  God’	  uses	  the	  word	  amnos	  for	  ‘lamb’.	  It	  is	  one	  of	  only	  four	  
references	  in	  the	  NT	  (	  John	  1:29,	  36;	  Acts	  8:32;	  1	  Pet.	  1:19)	  that	  do	  so.	  The	  word	  amnos	  is	  found	  
101	  times	  in	  the	  LXX	  (which	  is	  the	  Greek	  translation	  of	  the	  Hebrew	  Bible),	  of	  which	  82	  are	  
references	  to	  sacrificial	  lambs.	  	  
	  
We	  cannot	  be	  sure	  exactly	  what	  was	  in	  John’s	  mind	  when	  he	  used	  this	  phrase.	  Certainly	  he	  
would	  be	  familiar	  with	  stories	  in	  the	  Old	  Testament	  regarding	  sacrificial	  lambs.	  In	  particular	  
Exodus	  12	  (the	  Passover	  lamb)	  Exodus	  29:38-‐46	  (the	  sacrificial	  lamb)	  and	  Isaiah	  53:6-‐12	  (the	  
messianic	  lamb).	  
	  
The	  two	  uses	  of	  amnos	  in	  the	  NT	  outside	  the	  Fourth	  Gospel	  are	  clear	  references	  to	  Jesus,	  who	  
died	  as	  a	  sacrificial	  lamb:	  one	  speaks	  of	  Jesus	  as	  the	  servant	  of	  the	  Lord,	  who	  ‘was	  led	  like	  a	  
sheep	  to	  the	  slaughter,	  /	  and	  as	  a	  lamb	  before	  the	  shearer	  is	  silent’	  (Acts	  8:32);	  the	  other	  refers	  
to	  ‘the	  precious	  blood	  of	  Christ,	  a	  lamb	  without	  blemish	  or	  defect’	  (1	  Pet.	  1:19).	  In	  the	  light	  of	  all	  
this	  we	  are	  probably	  correct	  to	  say	  that	  the	  evangelist	  would	  be	  happy	  if	  his	  readers	  took	  John’s	  
witness	  to	  Jesus	  as	  ‘the	  lamb	  of	  God	  who	  takes	  away	  the	  sin	  of	  the	  world’	  to	  have	  a	  double	  
meaning.	  He	  was	  both	  the	  apocalyptic	  lamb	  who	  judges	  unrepentant	  sinners	  (Rev.	  5:5–10;	  
17:14),	  and	  the	  atoning	  sacrifice	  for	  the	  sins	  of	  those	  who	  believe.	  Perhaps	  the	  evangelist	  
believed	  John	  spoke	  more	  than	  he	  knew,	  just	  as	  Caiaphas	  and	  Pilate	  were	  to	  do	  later	  on	  (11:50–
52;	  18:39;	  19:14–15,	  19,	  21–22).	  
	   	  
In	  1:29	  Jesus	  is	  the	  one	  who	  takes	  away	  the	  sin	  of	  ‘the	  world’.	  There	  are	  a	  couple	  of	  other	  places	  
in	  the	  Fourth	  Gospel	  where	  Jesus’	  significance	  for	  ‘the	  world’	  is	  implied.	  In	  3:16–17	  God’s	  love	  
leads	  him	  to	  give	  his	  only	  Son	  for	  ‘the	  world’	  so	  that	  those	  who	  believe	  might	  have	  eternal	  life,	  
and	  in	  4:42	  the	  Samaritans	  come	  to	  recognize	  that	  Jesus	  really	  is	  ‘the	  Saviour	  of	  the	  world’,	  not	  
just	  of	  the	  Jewish	  people.	  
 


